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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the alignment between digital reading
materials on Let's Read Asia and LiteracyCloud.org with the
literacy development needs of first-grade elementary school
students based on Indonesia’s Emancipated Curriculum.
Using a qualitative descriptive method, selected texts from
the two platforms were examined for their relevance to
foundational literacy competencies, including vocabulary
development, reading comprehension, and phonemic
awareness. The findings reveal that the texts demonstrate
strong alignment with the curriculum regarding linguistic
simplicity, contextual relevance, visual support, and the
promotion of character values consistent with the Profil
Pelajar Pancasila. These reading materials are also
categorized by literacy level and freely accessible, supporting
inclusive and equitable education. The discussion confirms
that the results are consistent with previous studies
highlighting the effectiveness of digital picture storybooks in
enhancing early reading motivation and comprehension.
Therefore, Let’s Read Asia and Literacy Cloud are valuable
supplementary resources to support early literacy instruction
in line with the Emancipated Curriculum.
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INTRODUCTION

Recently, students in primary school should learn the
English language. It is shown on the new curriculum of the
"Merdeka" since the academic year 2021/2022, which
implemented that English should be taught in elementary
school (Oktavia et al., 2023). There are 3 phases of the learning
outcomes for elementary school students based on the
emancipated curriculum; Phase A, or the initial phase in the
learning process, aims to establish a solid base for students
before they engage with more advanced material. In this phase,
students can respond verbally, visually, and/or through non-
verbal communication to simple texts read or pictures they see.
In Phase B, students actively gather insights and information
related to the study topic. In Phase B, learners can interact
using simple English. They can follow/respond to simple
instructions or questions in English and share information with
simple vocabulary. In phase C, students understand the
relationship between letter sounds in simple English language
and use this understanding to understand and produce simple
written and visual texts in English with the help of examples.

Collectively, these phases establish an ongoing learning
cycle, where students actively engage in comprehending,
applying, and reflecting upon the knowledge and skills they
have gained. Each phase is essential for cultivating a profound
understanding and the practical application of concepts in real-
world contexts (Safira et al., 2023). To implement the six
phases of the government effectively, it is important to prepare
teachers to understand the structure of the 'Merdeka’
curriculum. This is supported by the conclusion of Jamjemah et
al. (2022), who identify teachers as a key factor in supporting
every curriculum change. According to Saepuloh (2018),
learning tools are essential for teachers at the start of their
teaching journey. These tools act as an important preparation
before the learning process begins. In line with this, the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology
(Kemendikbudristek) has developed and provided an English
textbook series titled My Next Words for elementary school
students from grades 1 to 6 (Kementerian Pendidikan,
Kebudayaan, Riset, dan Teknologi, 2021). These books serve as
a structured guide for young learners to build their
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foundational English skills.

To improve elementary school -children's English
language skills, it is very important to increase their English
vocabulary. The increase in English vocabulary for elementary
school children can be obtained by reading English books or
reading English books. By reading English books, the role of a
teacher and parents of students is very important. Reading
books is pivotal in enhancing elementary school students'
English vocabulary. Research indicates that habitual reading
positively influences vocabulary acquisition, thereby
improving reading comprehension skills (Kurnia Akbar, 2022).
Furthermore, a robust vocabulary foundation facilitates
effective communication and comprehension of English texts
(Anjarwati, 2016). Consequently, consistent reading practices
can significantly enrich students' vocabulary and overall
language proficiency.

Digital platforms like Let's Read Asia (The Asia
Foundation, n.d.) offer free access to a diverse collection of
children's stories, serving as valuable resources to bolster
reading literacy. Studies have demonstrated that utilizing the
Let's Read application within visualization strategies can
enhance students' reading comprehension (Awanda Mella
Stevani et al,, 2023). Moreover, the application has positively
impacted reading literacy among second-grade elementary
students (Nurhabibah et al., 2023). By integrating Let's Read
Asia (The Asia Foundation, n.d.) into educational settings,
educators can provide engaging reading materials tailored to
students' proficiency levels, thereby fostering interest in
reading and facilitating vocabulary development. By leveraging
platforms like Let's Read Asia (The Asia Foundation, n.d.),
educators can effectively support students in developing their
English vocabulary and reading skills, contributing to their
overall academic success.

Another recommended platform is Literacy Cloud, a
digital library initiated by the non-profit organization Room to
Read (Room to Read, n.d.). It presents a broad selection of age-
appropriate storybooks in multiple languages to nurture early
reading habits. The stories are engaging, culturally relevant,
and aligned with literacy goals for early grade learners. As
stated by Room to Read (Room to Read, n.d.), the platform
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encourages reading motivation and comprehension through
carefully designed and professionally illustrated books that
cater to diverse learning profiles. As such, Literacy Cloud
complements Let's Read Asia by further enhancing children’s
literacy skills and vocabulary development.

Adjusting reading materials to match elementary
students' literacy levels is crucial for improving their reading
skills. Research indicates that reading habits can expand
students' vocabulary and train them to effectively retell and
respond to texts (Ulum & Nafisa, 2024). Providing texts suited
to individual literacy levels helps students better comprehend
content and develop stronger literacy skills. Furthermore,
internal factors such as reading interest and intrinsic
motivation play a significant role in elementary students’
literacy quality. Studies show that providing engaging reading
materials tailored to students' interests can boost their
motivation to read, ultimately enhancing their literacy skills
(Sele etal., 2024). Teachers must ensure reading content aligns
with students' abilities to maximize their learning experience.

Let’s Read Asia provides a wide range of children's books
categorized by literacy levels, allowing educators to select
appropriate reading materials for students. Research has
demonstrated that using the Let's Read application with
visualization  strategies enhances students’ reading
comprehension (Awanda Mella Stevani et al., 2023). Moreover,
it has positively impacted reading literacy among second-grade
elementary students (Nurhabibah et al., 2023). Teachers can
offer engaging and level-appropriate reading materials by
integrating Let’s Read Asia into classrooms, fostering students’
reading interest and literacy development.

Digital reading platforms such as Let's Read Asia and
Literacy Cloud have been mainly assessed through quantitative
methods, focusing on their impact on students’ reading
comprehension. For example, a study by Satriani (2017)
showed that students who used online reading resources in an
extensive reading program experienced notable improvements
in their reading scores. A similar study by Pratiwi et al. (2024)
found that seventh-grade students using the Let’s Read Asia
app showed enhanced English literacy skills, with significant
differences between the group that used the app and the
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control group. These findings indicate the potential of digital
platforms to improve literacy outcomes. However, there
remains a noticeable gap in research that qualitatively
investigates how the reading materials on these platforms align
with the Indonesian national elementary school curriculum. A
qualitative study by Sayekti (2022) analyzed children's stories
on the Literacy Cloud platform and identified nine character
values—such as honesty, responsibility, and independence—
consistent with the values promoted in the Indonesian
elementary school curriculum.

Understanding how these digital resources align with
curriculum goals is critical. This alighment ensures that digital
texts help improve comprehension and meet the educational
needs of young learners. This study aims to fill that gap by
employing a qualitative text analysis to identify and map
suitable reading materials from Literacy Cloud and Let’s Read
Asia that align with the learning goals set out in the Indonesian
Emancipated Curriculum, particularly for first-grade students
and the types of reading materials available on websites like
Let's Read Asia and LiteracyCloud.org that are suitable for the
1st grade of elementary school students

METHODS

This study employs a qualitative research approach with
descriptive analysis. The main objective is identifying and
recommending reading materials from Let's Read Asia that
align with the first-grade elementary school curriculum,
serving as supplementary learning media. According to
Latuconsina et al. (2022), selecting children's literature should
consider their intellectual development stages to instill
character education values effectively. The primary data
sources for this study are digital books and stories available on
the Let's Read Asia platform. The selection of reading materials
is based on their relevance to first-grade subjects,
appropriateness of vocabulary, and alignment with the
elementary school curriculum. The data collection process was
conducted through several steps. First, the elementary school
curriculum was reviewed to identify key learning topics for
first-grade students. Then, reading materials were searched on
the Let's Read Asia platform to find those that matched the
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identified topics. After that, readings were selected based on
their suitability for theme, language complexity, and
educational value. The process of choosing books based on
their alignment with the curriculum is supported by
Latuconsina et al. (2022), who emphasize that children's
literature should be tailored to different intellectual
development stages to impart character education values
effectively.

The data analysis process involved several stages. The
content of the selected reading materials was compared with
the first-grade curriculum to ensure alignment with learning
objectives. The readings were then categorized based on
relevant learning topics and competencies. Each reading
material was also evaluated for its potential as a teaching
resource, and the findings were presented in structured
categories that illustrate the connection between the reading
materials and the curriculum. Additionally, integrating digital
literacy into early childhood education is crucial. As highlighted
by Lindriany et al. (2022), digital literacy is an engaging and
enjoyable learning medium for children and assists parents in
guiding their children's internet wusage. Additionally,
integrating digital literacy into early childhood education is
crucial. As highlighted by Lindriany et al. (2022), digital literacy
is an engaging and enjoyable learning medium for children and
assists parents in guiding their children's internet usage.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the analysis results conducted on
the reading materials available on Let's Read Asia and
LiteracyCloud.org, explicitly focusing on their alignment with
the literacy development needs of grade 1 students and their
suitability for classroom use. The selected materials were
chosen based on their relevance to foundational literacy skills,
such as phonemic awareness, vocabulary development, and
reading comprehension. The findings highlight the diversity of
available resources, their instructional value, and how they can
be integrated into classroom activities. The following
subsections will address how the reading materials meet the
literacy needs of young learners and the types of materials that
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are most appropriate for grade 1 students, providing insights
into their practical application in the classroom setting.

The alignment of reading materials on the website with
the literacy development needed by grade 1 students

The reading materials available on Literacy Cloud and
Let’s Read Asia demonstrate strong alignment with the literacy
development needs of first-grade students. This alignment
supports the learning objectives outlined in Indonesia’s
Emancipated Curriculum through several key aspects. First, the
language used in these stories is simple and clear, utilizing
basic vocabulary and straightforward sentence structures. This
is highly appropriate for early readers in Grade 1 who are still
developing foundational reading skills. Second, the
illustrations strongly support the texts. The colorful and
engaging visuals help children understand the storyline, even
when they are not fluent readers. These illustrations act as an
essential bridge to support comprehension. Third, the topics
covered are relevant and contextualized. Many stories are
rooted in local cultures or everyday situations familiar to
Indonesian children, making it easier for them to grasp the
context and meaning of the story. This cultural relevance also
increases students’ engagement with the material. Fourth, the
themes of the stories align well with the learning outcomes of
the Emancipated Curriculum. Many texts promote values such
as cooperation, honesty, diversity, and environmental
awareness—all of which are key elements in fostering the
Profil Pelajar Pancasila (Pancasila Student Profile), a central
component of the curriculum. Fifth, these books support basic
literacy skills. Many titles are categorized by reading levels
(e.g., Level 1, Level 2), allowing teachers and parents to select
appropriate materials based on each child’s reading ability.
Sixth, and equally important, these resources are digitally
accessible and free of charge. This open access ensures that all
children, regardless of their economic background or
geographic location, have the opportunity to read quality
books. It promotes inclusivity in literacy development and
supports equitable education, which is in line with the spirit of
the Emancipated Curriculum. To further support this analysis,
screenshots comparing the selected texts with specific
competencies from the Emancipated Curriculum are provided
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below.

Grade 1 Elementary School Semester 1 Learning Materials in
the Emancipated Curriculum

SEMESTER 1
Unit

Objectives

1

How are you?

Figure 1. Grade 1 literacy competencies outlined in the
Emancipated Curriculum: “Greetings”.

Good morning Good afternoon.

Figure 2. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text,
"Greetings.", demonstrates alignment with the corresponding
competency.

Figure 1 and 2 show that the first focus in Unit 1 is asking
about students condition. The language focus is greetings. The
figure shown are relatable and engaging for the students.

4 - Children are able to count numbers 1-10. one, two, three, four, fiie, six seven, eight
My number is ten - Children are able to use possessive pronouns my and your i

Figure 3. Grade 1 literacy competencies outlined in the
Emancipated Curriculum: “Counting”.

At

These are nine wolves. They are howling. These are ten elephants. They are dragging
the timber.

Figure 4. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text, titled:
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"This...These", demonstrating alignment with the
corresponding competency.

Figure 3 and 4 show that the focus in Unit 2 is asking
about counting basic numbers, from one to ten. The language
focus is greetings. The figure shown are relatable and engaging
for the students, where students are shown the picture of
animals and their numbers. Students should also be able to use
demonstrative pronouns such as ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’, and
‘those’.

RV
Q0 U
WRIRY)

Once at school, Keo enters the classroom. Keo counts each of the mangoes with his
friends 1234567809.

Figure 5. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text, titled:
"Counting Together", demonstrating alignment with the
corresponding competency.

3 cows 2 lions

iy S8

Figure 6. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text, "Simple
Counting", demonstrates alignhment with the corresponding
competency.

Figure 5 and 6 focus on counting number of animals and
understand the singular and plural.

8 - Children are able to identify different kind of colors. =ity
My garden is colorful

ow, black, white, pink, green, or-

« Children are able to identify different kind of sizes.
7 - Child ble to say circle, square and triang|
Itis a big circle - Children are able to mention size (big and small) things.

Figure 7. Grade 1 literacy competencies outlined in the
Emancipated Curriculum: “Color and shapes”.
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Munu, tell me which are more beautiful The Colors

The words or the pictures?

Pictures are more beautiful, ‘ .

because they look so graceful. ol Blos Yellow
White Black

Let us mix different colors.

Purple Orange Green

=~ o >

Figure 8. Excerpt from a Literacy Cloud text titled "
Drawing is Fun!" demonstrates alignment with the
corresponding competency.

&

e
o

Eggplants are purple. Lotus flower is pink.
1 like eating stir-fried eggplant. 1 like offering lotus flower to Buddha.

Figure 9. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text, titled: "I
Like Colors", demonstrating alignment with the
corresponding competency.

The Shapes get ready
for the competition.

B -

Circle starts to
work. But, he
doesn't let his little
sister Triangle help
him.
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Figure 10. Excerpt from a Literacy Cloud text titled "
Who Will Win?" demonstrates alignment with the

corresponding competency.

Grade 1 Elementary School Semester 2 Learning Materials
in the Emancipated Curriculum

SEMESTER 2
Unit

Ohiands
4

Language Focus

Figure 11. Grade 1 literacy competencies outlined in the
Emancipated Curriculum: “Using has to talk about things”.

ce
I have important jobs, 7
but only one thing makes

I have dishes in my cabinets.
me happy.

But they don't make me happy.

Figure 12. Excerpt from a Literacy Cloud text, titled: "
Cry of the Kitchen?", demonstrating alignment with the
corresponding competency.

g et o
Aisyah's family

Figure 13. Grade 1 literacy competencies outlined in the
Emancipated Curriculum: “Identify family members;
grannies”.

b ¥

J .

.g B

Granny Jo

Granny Anna




Book Chapter English Language Teaching, Literature, and
Translation Vol. 1

Figure 14. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text, " Joanna'’s
Grannies", demonstrates alignment with the corresponding
competency.

- Children are able to identify different kind of fruits.
Children are able to use have and has to talk about kind of fruits.

Figure 15. Grade 1 literacy competencies outlined in the
Emancipated Curriculum: “Fruits”.

Ripe mangos and bananas are yellow. Oranges and carrots are orange.

I like eating ripe mangos and bananas. I like eating oranges and carrots.

Figure 16. Excerpt from a Let's Read Asia text, titled: "I
Like Colors", demonstrating alignment with the
corresponding competency.

Types of Grade 1 Reading Materials on LiteracyCloud and
Let’s Read Asia

On platforms like LiteracyCloud and Let’s Read Asia,
Grade 1 students can access picture-enhanced storybooks and
concept books designed to support early literacy. Titles like Cry
of the Kitchen, Drawing Is Fun!, and Who Will Win? on
LiteracyCloud, along with Let's Read Asia’s [LIKE COLOR,
Joanna’s Grannies, Counting Together, Simple Counting,
This...These, and Greetings, feature simple, repetitive phrasing
paired with supportive illustrations. Such a design makes the
texts visually engaging and reinforces sight word recognition
and basic grammar structures.

Research supports this approach. For example, (Nurul &
Abbas, 2020) found that picture storybooks significantly
enhance reading comprehension in elementary students: after
using these materials, students’ comprehension scores rose
substantially (t-test, p<.001). Furthermore, Roslina (2017)
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concluded that such books not only improve comprehension
but also boost reading motivation; experimental groups
showed statistically significant improvements compared to
controls (p=.025). In a descriptive study in Yogyakarta,
Rahmawati et al. (2024) noted that combining digital
illustrations with narrative texts helped students grasp story
meaning and moral values. Finally, Wardini et al.,, (021) found
that picture books significantly aided EFL students’
understanding of narrative texts, demonstrating their broader
effectiveness (p <.05). Together, these findings indicate that
the Gradel level resources from LiteracyCloud and
Let’s Read Asia—stories and concept books with simple text
and vivid illustrations—are well-aligned with best practices in
early reading pedagogy: they foster comprehension, word
recognition, grammatical understanding, and motivation.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study align closely with several
previous studies that highlight the importance of level-
appropriate, engaging, and culturally relevant reading
materials for early elementary students. The use of digital
platforms such as Let’s Read Asia and Literacy Cloud provides
first-grade students with access to texts that support early
literacy development, particularly in vocabulary building,
reading comprehension, and character education. As noted by
Kurnia Akbar (2022) and Anjarwati (2016), reading books
plays a vital role in improving students’ vocabulary and reading
comprehension skills. The current findings confirm this, as the
selected digital texts are designed with simple vocabulary and
sentence structures that promote sight word recognition and
basic grammatical understanding. Furthermore, the presence
of vivid illustrations helps young readers grasp the meaning of
the stories more easily, as supported by (Rahmawati et al,,
2024) and (Wardini et al, 2021), who emphasized the
importance of visual elements in enhancing comprehension
and moral learning.

The alignment of selected texts with the Emancipated
Curriculum’s literacy goals—particularly values such as
cooperation, honesty, and environmental awareness—also
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reflects the objectives outlined in the Profil Pelajar Pancasila.
This is consistent with (Safira et al., 2023), who stated that the
curriculum encourages students to engage in meaningful and
context-based learning. Moreover, categorizing books by
literacy levels on these platforms supports the
recommendations of (Ulum & Nafisa, 2024) and (Sele et al,,
2024), who emphasized the need for personalized and interest-
based reading resources to improve literacy motivation and
outcomes.

Additionally, studies by Awanda Mella Stevani et al.
(2023) and Nurhabibah et al. (2023) found that using Let's
Read with visualization strategies improves reading
comprehension among early graders. This aligns with the
findings of this study, where the combination of simple
language, clear visuals, and culturally contextualized themes
enhanced the potential of the materials for classroom use.

While many previous studies employed quantitative
methods to examine the effectiveness of digital reading
platforms, this study fills a gap by offering a qualitative
curriculum-based analysis. As suggested by (Satriani, 2017)
and (Pratiwi et al., 2024), the digital platforms contribute
significantly to students’ literacy skills. Yet, little research has
been done to assess how well these materials match the
competencies required in the Emancipated Curriculum. This
study addresses that need and demonstrates that both Let’s
Read Asia and Literacy Cloud provide resources that are not
only educationally effective but also curriculum-aligned.

In sum, the results affirm that digital reading platforms
like Let's Read Asia and Literacy Cloud are valuable
supplementary tools in supporting the implementation of the
Emancipated Curriculum for Grade 1 students. They meet key
curriculum objectives, foster literacy development, and
support character education. These findings provide educators
with evidence-based support to integrate such resources into
classroom practice.

CONCLUSION
This study explored the alignment between online reading

materials from Let’s Read Asia and Literacy Cloud with the
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literacy development needs of Grade 1 elementary school
students, particularly within the framework of Indonesia’s
Emancipated Curriculum. The findings revealed that the
selected reading materials are well-aligned with the literacy
competencies outlined in the curriculum. They promote
foundational literacy skills such as vocabulary development,
reading comprehension, and phonemic awareness. Moreover,
the content supports character education and reflects local
cultural contexts, which increases student engagement and
relevance.
The study also demonstrated that these digital platforms
provide level-appropriate, visually engaging, and freely
accessible reading resources suitable for early learners. This
supports Kurnia Akbar (2022) ‘s assertion that regular reading
habits positively influence vocabulary growth and reading
comprehension among elementary school students. By
mapping reading materials to specific competencies in the
Emancipated Curriculum, this study fills a gap in the existing
literature by offering a qualitative curriculum-based analysis.
The integration of such digital resources into classroom
learning can serve as a practical solution for teachers seeking
to enrich their instruction and support diverse student needs.
In conclusion, Let’s Read Asia and Literacy Cloud offer
high-quality, inclusive, and curriculum-relevant reading
materials that can effectively support early literacy
development in Indonesian primary schools. Future research
may focus on classroom implementation and student outcomes
to further strengthen the evidence for integrating these
resources in formal education settings.
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